Inscribing Gender on the Body

“A girl doesn’t . . .”        

climb trees.                                     jump too high

take up too much space

grab, lunge, thrust, crush, pound,

yell

stare

fist-fight

take over

dive for a ball

?

“A lady/ woman should always . . . ”    

keep a pleasant countenance

keep her knees together

keep her stomach in

stand up straight

listen attentively

gesture gently

walk gracefully

take small steps

eat like a bird--not a pig

?

“Its natural for boys to . . .”

climb trees

run fast

jump high

play rough

get dirty

make noise

kick, stamp, stomp

tease

skin knees

?

“A real man doesn’t . . .”

cry

giggle

flit

gesticulate

mince

wiggle

walk too gracefully

gesture delicately

wimp out

?
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